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Background
In 2018, under the auspices of the Minister of Transport of the Republic of Côte d’Ivoire, the African Union Commission Coimmisioner for Rural Economy ang Agriculture (now DARBE), the President of AMCOMET, and the representatives of the Regional Economic Communities signed the Abidjan Declaration on new generation of meteorological satellite products for Africa (here after referred to as the Declaration). 

The Declaration calls for the strengthening of the African capacities to fully benefit of the data freely available from the upcoming Meteosat Third Generation (MTG) satellites, and the feasibility of establishing an African Meteorological Satellite Application Facility (AMSAF) for generating Africa-made satellite products. The Declaration also called upon the EU, the WMO and EUMETSAT to accompany Africa in this endeavour. 

A Joint Working Group (JWG) was established in 2019 to follow-up the implementation of the Declaration. It drafted a more detailed concept for teh transition to MTG and establishing AMSAF and fostering its benefits for vairous socio-economic sectors. It also estimated the necessary efforts for its implementation at continental, regional and national level in Africa. 
The Abidjan Declaration was presented at the 4th AMCOMET session in 2019, and the revised Integrated African Strategy on Meteorology (weather and climate services) make due reference to the various elements of the Declaration. 
The first satellite of the new MTG generation will be launched at the end of 2022, and its products will be available to African users in early 2024. MTG will provide unprecedented observations of weather and climate from space over Africa for the next two decades.  

Objective of the High Level meeting
The objective of the High level meeting is for the main signatories of the Abidjan Declaration, under the auspices of the United Republic of Tanzania, to take stock of the work done over the last 4 years and to decide on the way forward for the implementation. 
The meeting will also discuss the benefits expected from MTG and AMSAF for the sustainable development in Africa, with expected impact in climate-sensitive sectors such as Agriculture, Water Management and Disaster Risk Reduction. It will discuss the actual implementation of the MTG and AMSAF elements of the Integrated African Strategy on Meteorology, and seek contirbution from European and international partners.  

Expected outcomes

The expected outcomes is an High Level Stetement to support the implementation of MTG and AMSAF and a call for action to mobilise resources throught the Joint EU-Africa partnership as established durign the last EU-AU Summit, building on the key areas of the Global Gateway partnership. 

Programme of the High Level meeting

16h00

Introduction by AUC, Chair of the Joint Working Group
16h10
Report from the Joint Working Group, 


Status of implementation of the Abidjan Declaration on new generation of satellite products for Africa
16h25
Status of Meteosat Third Generation and preparatory work for Africa

17h40
Main benefit of MTG and AMSAF for Africa 


17h55
Word of support from 

African Union Commission

AMCOMET

WMO 
President of WMO RA-I

SADC

United Republic of Tanzania

EU Delegation to Tanzania
EUMETSAT

17h30
Reading of the High Level Statement on MTG and AMSAF
18h00

Cocktail and presentation of the African Space Art Project (ASAP)
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